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(57) ABSTRACT

The present invention relates to an assembly (101) compris-
ing: an injection device (1) comprising a container (2) for a
product, said container comprising a distal tip (3), an adaptor
(5) comprising a ring (6) mounted onto said distal tip (3),
characterized in that said assembly (101) further comprises
a heat-shrinkable film (9) covering part (2a) of said con-
tainer (2) and part (5a) of said adaptor (5), said film (9)
maintaining said adaptor (5) blocked in rotation and in
translation with respect to said container (2) when said film
(9) is in its heat-shrunk condition. The invention further
relates to a method for manufacturing such an assembly.

18 Claims, 5 Drawing Sheets
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1
DRUG CONTAINER

The present invention relates to an assembly comprising
an injection device having a distal tip on which is mounted
an adaptor element, such as a Luer lock adaptor, further
comprising a means for preventing the rotation of the
adaptor with respect to the distal tip.

In this application, the distal end of a component or of a
device is to be understood as meaning the end furthest from
the user’s hand and the proximal end is to be understood as
meaning the end closest to the user’s hand. Likewise, in this
application, the “distal direction” is to be understood as
meaning the direction of injection, and the “proximal direc-
tion” is to be understood as meaning the opposite direction
to the direction of injection.

Various medical devices are known for transferring and/or
storing medical fluids, such as syringes, perfusion and
transfusion devices and connectors. It is essential that these
various medical devices can be assembled together correctly
and securely.

A conventional injection device usually comprises a hol-
low body forming a container for a medical product the
distal end of the body forming the container usually com-
prises a tip in which an axial passageway is arranged through
which the said product is ejected from the container.

The handling of liquid products, in particular for a par-
enteral administration to a patient which is carried out via a
perfusion device, as often in hospitals or in emergency
situations, implies, in a general manner, the use of connec-
tors. Such connectors make it possible to seal assemblies of
medical devices and provide protection against the contami-
nation of the medical liquid products that they contain.

The connectors, like for example IV (Intra Venous) con-
nectors, are usually connected to the injection device by
means of intermediate elements such as adaptors. Usually,
these adaptors are first mounted by friction on the distal tip
of the injection device: the connector, such as an IV con-
nector, is then mounted on the free end of the adaptor, for
example by screwing. In such a step, the adaptors are friction
fitted on the distal tip and are supposed to remain immobile,
thanks to the friction forces, with respect to the distal tip
while the connector is screwed on the adaptor. However,
problems have been reported concerning the use of some
adaptors with various injection devices: for example, the
adaptors do not remain immobile with respect to the distal
tip. In particular, the friction forces are not important enough
to prevent the adaptor from rotating with respect to the distal
tip. It is therefore difficult for the user to determine whether
the connector is well fitted in the adaptor or not and, as a
consequence, whether the connector is well connected to the
distal tip of the injection device. An incorrect connection
between the injection device and the connector may cause
leaks of product and therefore incorrect doses administered
to the patient.

There is therefore a need for an injection device that
would allow the reproducible connection between said injec-
tion device and an adaptor, so that the user knows when the
connector is correctly connected to the injection device via
the adaptor.

One aspect of the present invention is an assembly
comprising:

an injection device comprising a container for a product,
said container comprising a distal tip encompassing a chan-
nel providing a passageway for the transfer of said product,

an adaptor comprising a ring mounted onto said distal tip,

characterized in that said assembly further comprises a
heat-shrinkable film covering at least part of said container
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and at least part of said adaptor, said heat-shrinkable film
maintaining said adaptor blocked in rotation and in transla-
tion with respect to said container when said heat-shrinkable
film is in its heat-shrunk condition.

Because at least part of the adaptor is imprisoned within
the shrunk film together with at least part of the container,
the adaptor is firmly fixed with respect to said container, and
therefore to said distal tip and it is prevented from rotating
and translating with respect to the distal tip of the injection
device. The user can simply screw the connector to the
adaptor by grasping in his fingers the assembly via the
shrunk film on one hand, and the connector on the other
hand. Since the adaptor is not allowed to move with respect
to the distal tip of the container, the user is certain to
correctly screw the connector to the adaptor and then to the
injection device.

In an embodiment of the invention, the ring of the adaptor
is mounted on said distal tip by friction.

Preferably, the heat-shrinkable film covers part of said
container and part of said adaptor in a continuous way.

In an embodiment of the invention, said heat-shrinkable
film is made of a thermoplastic material selected from the
group consisting of polyvinyl chloride (PVC), polyethylene
terephthalate (PET), oriented polystyrene (OPS), oriented
polypropylene (OPP), polylactic acid (PLA) and mixtures
thereof. In an embodiment of the invention, the heat-shrink-
able film is made of polyvinyl chloride.

The assembly of the invention may further comprise a
label imprisoned between said heat-shrinkable film and said
container and/or adaptor. In another embodiment of the
invention, the assembly comprises a label located on said
heat-shrinkable film. Said label may be made of paper and
may be printed, for example with information relating to the
contents of the container.

In an embodiment of the invention, the assembly further
comprises a plug mounted on said adaptor. The plug is
removably mounted on the adaptor, for example by friction
or by screwing, and it is intended to close access to the
adaptor. The heat-shrinkable film may also cover at least part
of said plug. In such a case, for example, said heat-shrink-
able film is provided with an annular breakable line located
on the part of the heat-shrinkable film that covers part of said
plug. The annular breakable line needs be broken in order to
remove the plug and open the adaptor. The annular break-
able line therefore constitutes a tamper evident means of the
opening of the adaptor.

In an other embodiment of the invention, said heat-
shrinkable film is at least partially glued on at least one of
said container or adaptor.

The heat-shrinkable film may also be provided with
writing.

Another aspect of the invention is a method for manu-
facturing an assembly as defined above comprising the
following steps:

a®) an injection device comprising a container for a
product, said container comprising a distal tip encompassing
a channel providing a passageway for the transfer of said
product, and a suitable adaptor are provided,

b°) the suitable adaptor is fitted on the distal tip of said
injection device,

¢°) a heat-shrinkable film, for example under the form of
a rectangular sheet, is bonded on the assembly so as to cover
at least part of the adaptor and at least part of said container,

d®) the heat-shrinkable film is heated until it shrinks and
tightly covers said part of said container and said part of said
adaptor so as to maintain said adaptor blocked in rotation
and in translation with respect to said container.
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In an embodiment of the invention, a plug is further
provided in step a®) and mounted on the adaptor, and the
heat-shrinkable film is chosen in step c°) so as to further
cover at least part, of said plug. In an embodiment, before
the bonding step of ¢°), a breakable line, for example under
the form of a dot-line, may be designed on the part of the
heat-shrinkable film intended to cover part of said plug.

The invention and the advantages that arise therefrom will
clearly emerge from the detailed description that is given
below with reference to the appended drawings in which:

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of an injection device of the
assembly of the invention together with an adaptor intended
to be mounted on the distal tip of said device,

FIG. 2 is a perspective view of the injection device and
adaptor of FIG. 1 once the adaptor is mounted on the distal
tip of said device,

FIG. 3 is a partial cross section view of the assembly of
the invention,

FIG. 4 is a cross section view of the assembly of FIG. 3
wherein a plug has been mounted on the adaptor,

FIG. 5 is a side view of an assembly in which the heat
shrinkable film also covers part of a plug mounted on the
adaptor, said heat-shrinkable film having a dot-line as tam-
per evident means,

FIG. 6 is a cross section view of the assembly of FIG. 3
onto which a connector has been partly screwed.

With reference to FIG. 1 is shown an injection device 1 of
an assembly of the invention (shown on FIG. 3), comprising
a container 2 comprising a distal tip 3 having a longitudinal
axis A. As appears on this figure, the container 2 and the
distal tip 3 are made of one single element. The container 2
has a tubular shape and defines a reservoir for a product, for
example a medical fluid. The container 2 and the distal tip
3 are preferably made of glass material. The container 2 may
be sealed at its proximal end by a piston (not shown). The
distal tip 3 encompasses a channel 4 aligned with the
longitudinal axis A and providing a passageway for the
transfer of the product, either from the container 2 to a
connector such as an IV connector, or from a vial to the
container 2. On the example shown, the outer surface 3a of
the distal tip 3 has a slightly tapered shape.

On FIG. 1 is also shown an adaptor 5 of the assembly of
FIG. 3, said adaptor 5 comprising a ring 6. On the example
shown the ring 6 is provided in its proximal region with an
inner projection under the form of a discontinuous annular
bulge 7 extending radially inwardly. The discontinuous
annular bulge 7 is made of a material flexible enough to
allow said discontinuous annular bulge 7 to expand slightly
radially in the outward direction under pressure exerted on
the inner wall of said bulge 7. Alternatively, the discontinu-
ous annular bulge could be replaced by a continuous annular
bulge capable of expanding radially outwardly. The inner
wall of the ring 6 is provided with an internal thread 8
distally spaced from the discontinuous annular bulge 7. The
adaptor 5 is preferably made of flexible material such as
plastic.

As is shown on FIG. 2, the adaptor 5 is mounted on the
distal tip 3 of the injection device 1. Thanks to the tapered
shape of the outer surface 3a of the distal tip 3 and to the
capability of the discontinuous annular bulge 7 to slightly
expand radially outwardly, the adaptor 5 is mounted on the
distal tip 3 by friction.

With reference to FIG. 3 is shown partially an assembly
101 of the invention in which the injection device 1 of FIG.
2 together with the adaptor 5 mounted on the distal tip 3, are
further provided with a heat-shrinkable film 9 that has been
bonded, for example by means of a glue, to part of the
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container 2 and part of the adaptor 5 and then heat shrunk so
as to cover and wrap tightly at least part of said container 2,
a distal region 2a of said container 2 on the example shown,
and at least part of said adaptor 5, a proximal region 5a of
the adaptor 5 on the example shown. The heat-shrinkable
film 9 is continuous from the distal region 2a of the
container 2 it covers until the proximal part 5a of the adaptor
5. For example, the heat-shrinkable film 9 may extend on
said container 2 on a length equal or more than 5 mm and
it may extend on said adaptor 5 on a length equal or more
than 5 mm. The heat-shrinkable film 9 is made of a ther-
moplastic material. In an embodiment, the heat-shrinkable
film 9 is made of polyvinyl chloride. In an embodiment, the
heat-shrinkable film 9 may be transparent and/or may com-
prise writing W (FIG. 5) such as for example graduation,
brand name.

In an embodiment of the invention, as shown in FIG. 5,
the assembly 101 may further comprise a label L imprisoned
between the heat-shrinkable film 9 and the container 2 and
adaptor 5. Alternatively, the label I may be imprisoned
between the heat-shrinkable film 9 and the container 2, or
between the heat-shrinkable film 9 and the adaptor 5. In
another embodiment of the invention, as shown in FIG. 6,
the label L may be located on the heat-shrinkable film 9, for
example by gluing. Such a label may be a paper labd and
may be printed, for example with information relating to the
contents of the container 2.

As appears from FIG. 3, thanks to the presence of the
heat-shrinkable film 9, the adaptor 5 is prevented from
rotating with respect to the container 2 and to the distal tip
3 around the longitudinal axis A. The heat-shrinkable film 9
therefore maintains the adaptor 5 blocked in rotation with
respect to the container 2 around the longitudinal axis A. The
heat-shrinkable film 9 also prevents the adaptor from trans-
lating with respect to the container 2.

As a consequence, when the user proceeds to the step of
screwing a connector on the adaptor 5, the operation is
facilitated and secure.

FIG. 4 shows the assembly 101 of FIG. 3 with a plug 10
mounted on the adaptor 5. This plug 10 is removably
mounted on the adaptor 5 and is intended to close access to
the adaptor 5 before use in order to protect said adaptor 5.

FIG. 6 shows the assembly of FIG. 3 during the step of
screwing a connector 11 on the adaptor 5. Connector 11 is
provided with an outer thread 12 intended to match the inner
thread 8 of the ring 6 of the adaptor 5.

As a consequence, with reference to FIGS. 4 and 6, when
the user, provided with an assembly 101 with a closed
adaptor 5 as shown on FIG. 4, wishes to proceed to the
further step of connecting to the adaptor 5 a connector 11,
such as an IV connector, he first grasps the assembly 101 via
the heat-shrunk film 9 in one hand and removes the plug 10.
The user then just has to screw the connector 11 on to the
internal thread 8 of the adaptor 5, as shown on FIG. 6,
without bothering as to whether the adaptor 5 is immobile
with respect to the distal tip 3 or not. Indeed, thanks to the
film 9 heat-shrunk on the distal region 2a of the container 2
and on the adaptor 5 in a continuous way, the adaptor 5 is
prevented from rotating and translating with respect to the
distal tip 3, and therefore with respect to the container 2.
When the external thread 12 of the connector 11 is firmly
screwed on the internal thread 8 of the adaptor 5, then the
user knows that the injection device 1 and the connector 11
are tightly connected without any risk of leakage of the
product to be transferred from one piece to the other.

On FIG. 5 is shown an alternative embodiment of the
embodiment of FIG. 4, in which the heat-shrinkable film 9
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is longer and covers also part of the plug 10. The heat-
shrinkable film 9 therefore covers part of the container 2, the
adaptor (not shown on the FIG. 5 because entirely covered
by the heat-shrinkable film 9) and part of the plug 10 in a
continuous way. In such a case, for example, the heat-
shrinkable film 9 is provided with an annular breakable line
13, like a dot-line or perforation line, which must be broken
in order to remove the plug 10 and open the adaptor. The
breakable line 13 therefore acts as a tamper evident means
of the opening of the adaptor.

The assembly of the invention may be manufactured
according to the following: an injection device comprising a
container for a product, said container comprising a distal tip
encompassing a channel providing a passageway for the
transfer of said product, and a suitable adaptor are provided;
by “suitable adaptor” is meant therein an adapting element
having the adequate dimensions for being friction forced on
the distal tip of the injection device. In a second step, the
suitable adaptor is friction forced on the distal tip of said
injection device. A heat-shrinkable film, for example made
of polyvinyl chloride, under the form of a rectangular sheet,
is bonded, for example by means of a glue, on the assembly
s0 as to cover at least part of the adaptor and at least part of
the container, preferably in a continuous way. In a further
step, the heat-shrinkable film is heated until it shrinks and
tightly covers said part of said container and said part, of
said adaptor, preferably in a continuous way. As a conse-
quence, the heat-shrunk film maintains the adaptor blocked
in rotation, around the longitudinal axis A, and in translation
with respect to the container.

In the case where the heat-shrinkable film also covers part
of'a plug mounted on the adaptor, the plug is mounted on the
adaptor before bonding the heat-shrinkable film, and the
length of the shrinkable film is chosen so as to cover entirely
the adaptor and cover at least part of the plug, in particular
in a continuous way. For example, a breakable line is
designed in the area of the heat-shrinkable film intended to
be bonded to the plug before said heat-shrinkable film is
bonded to the container, the adaptor and the plug.

The assembly of the invention therefore allows connect-
ing safely an injection device to a connector without having
to cheek the tightness of the fixation between the injection
device and the intermediate element formed of the adaptor.

What is claimed is:

1. An assembly comprising:

an injection device comprising a container for a product,
said container comprising a distal tip encompassing a
channel providing a passageway for transfer of said
product;

an adaptor comprising a ring mounted onto said distal tip,
said ring including an internally threaded portion and
an inner projection extending radially inwardly,
wherein said ring of said adaptor is mounted on said
distal tip by friction between said inner projection and
said distal tip and wherein said distal tip extends into
said internally threaded portion of said adaptor with a
distal end of said distal tip being disposed beyond a
distal end of said adaptor; and

a heat-shrinkable film covering at least part of said
container and at least part of said adaptor, said heat-
shrinkable film not covering a distal end of said ring so
as to allow access to said internal thread without
removal of any portion of said heat-shrinkable film
covering at least part of said container and at least part
of said adaptor, said heat-shrinkable film maintaining
said adaptor blocked in rotation and in translation with
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6

respect to said container when said heat-shrinkable film
is in its heat-shrunk condition.
2. The assembly according to claim 1, wherein said
heat-shrinkable film is made of a thermoplastic material
selected from the group consisting of polyvinyl chloride
(PVC), a polyethylene terephthalate (PET), oriented poly-
styrene (OPS), oriented polypropylene (OPP), polylactic
acid (PLA) and mixtures thereof.
3. The assembly according to claim 2, wherein said
heat-shrinkable film is made of polyvinyl chloride.
4. The assembly according to claim 1, wherein said
assembly further comprises a label imprisoned between said
heat-shrinkable film and said container and adaptor.
5. The assembly according to claim 1, wherein said
assembly further comprises a label located on said heat-
shrinkable film.
6. The assembly according to claim 1, wherein said
assembly further comprises a plug mounted on said adaptor.
7. The assembly according to claim 6, wherein the heat-
shrinkable film also covers at least part of said plug.
8. The assembly according to claim 7, wherein said
heat-shrinkable film is provided with an annular breakable
line located on a part of the heat-shrinkable film that covers
part of said plug.
9. The assembly according to claim 1, wherein said
heat-shrinkable film is at least partially glued on at least one
of said container or adaptor.
10. The assembly according to claim 1, wherein said
heat-shrinkable film is provided with writing.
11. The assembly according to claim 1, wherein said
assembly further comprises a label imprisoned between said
heat-shrinkable film and said container.
12. The assembly according to claim 1, wherein said
assembly further comprises a label imprisoned between said
heat-shrinkable film and said adaptor.
13. The assembly according to claim 1, wherein said
product comprises a medical fluid.
14. A method for manufacturing an assembly according to
claim 1 comprising the following steps:
providing an injection device comprising a container for
a product, said container comprising a distal tip encom-
passing a channel providing a passageway for transfer
of said product, and a suitable adaptor including a ring,
said ring including an internally threaded portion and
an inner projection extending radially inwardly,

fitting the suitable adaptor on the distal tip of said injector
device, wherein said ring of said adaptor is mounted on
said distal tip by friction between said inner projection
and said distal tip and wherein said distal tip extends
into said internally threaded portion of said adaptor
with a distal end of said distal tip being disposed
beyond a distal end of said adaptor,

bonding a heat-shrinkable film on the assembly so as to

cover at least part of said adaptor and at least part of
said container but not a distal end of said ring so as to
allow access to said internal thread without removal of
any portion of said heat-shrinkable film that covers at
least part of said adaptor and at least part of said
container, and

heating the heat-shrinkable film until it shrinks and tightly

covers said part of said container and said part of said
adaptor so as to maintain said adaptor blocked in
rotation and in translation with respect to said con-
tainer.
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15. The method according to claim 14, wherein a plug is
further provided and mounted on the adaptor, and said
heat-shrinkable film is sized so as to further cover at least
part of said plug.

16. The method according to claim 15, wherein, before 5
bonding the heat-shrinkable film on the assembly, a break-
able line is designed on a part of the heat-shrinkable film
intended to cover part of said plug.

17. The method according to claim 14, wherein the
heat-shrinkable film is in the form of a rectangular sheet 10
when bonded on the assembly.

18. The method according to claim 14, wherein said
product comprises a medical fluid.
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